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The first session on Societal Reconstruction was chaired by Eugene Visco and consisted of 
papers by Judy Ann Slobig and Binyam Solomon that considered social and economic 
aspects of the reconstruction processes, respectively. Summary materials from those papers 
are presented below. 
 

• World Vision Community Services in Montenegro: Creative Activities for 
Trauma Healing (CATH) by Judy Ann Slobig, Ph.D., Community Service 
Program Manager, Montenegro, World Vision International, Washington, 
D.C., U.S.A. 

 
A narrative monthly report typical of the activities of the World Vision —
Montenegro Creative Activities for Trauma Healing (CATH) Programme 
under the direction of the Psycho-Social Manager, Dr. Slobig is described in 
the paper.  She has managed this programme since  June 24, 1999.  The 
operation has taken place in Podgorica and Berane, Montenegro, in the 
Former Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY). The Human Development Link, 
which plays a critical role in the Programme, involves a collaborative effort 
aimed at supporting internally-displaced persons (IDPs). The CATH 
programme involves fostering, recognition, learning, encouragement, 
evaluation, and the provision of referrals. The program includes a series of 
training sessions for children, adolescents and adults.  

 
The CATH team has often observed that the Serbian IDPs are suspicious of 
the CATH group sessions and fearful that information shared in the group 
could be used against them.  Consequently, it has been very difficult to collect 
statistical data for pre / post trauma-screening evaluations, as was possible to 
do early with the Albanian IDPs. Since men often have been reluctant to 
participate in the CATH sessions, intramural athletic activities have been 
organized. In September, 1999 the Community Services staff established a 
citizen participatory Community Center in Berane, with IDP / refugee and 
local populations deciding on the programmatic priorities of the Center. The 
Berane Community Center has been deemed very successful, not only by the 
parents and children, but also by local and national leaders. The Community 
Services staff is assisting in the training of the Peace and Tolerance 
curriculum for elementary school teachers developed by Dr. Slobig, World 
Vision Community Services Manager, in collaboration with UNICEF. During 
April the Community Services staff provided both group and direct classroom 
supervision sessions to approximately 25 teachers in nine schools. This 
curriculum will be published internationally by UNICEF during Summer,  
2000.  
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Currently the Community Services teams have developed Community 
Empowerment Centers in four locations. Programmatic activities are 
determined by a participatory decision making process among the residents, 
facilitated by Community Services staff. Community Services staff are 
facilitating discussions about programmatic plans, leadership selection among 
the residents and strategies for implementation of the programs. A 
Community Empowerment Center will also be created in the Konik World 
Vision Roma settlement and the psychiatrist will assist in the leadership 
development trainings of these activities. The World Vision on Wheels bus 
provides educational and recreational activities to the vulnerable and isolated 
populations in Montenegro. Since the bus will be equipped as an emergency 
response vehicle, the Community Services staff will be receiving special 
training on Public Health in Complex Emergencies and disaster response 
through the Montenegrin Red Cross. 

 
• Post Conflict Reconstruction: The Economic Dimension by Mr. Binyam 

Solomon, Department of National Defence, National Defence Headquarters, 
Ottawa, Ontario, Canada.  

 
This paper examines, from an economic perspective, issues affecting stable 
transition from conflict to sustainable development. In particular two aspects 
with significant importance to post conflict reconstruction are discussed.  The 
first aspect is the role of foreign aid versus military intervention and the 
contention of some aid agencies such as the Red Cross that would like to see 
funds redirected from the military to relief aid.  The second issue involves 
post conflict economic development path advocated by organisations such as 
the World Bank and IMF on the one hand, and the endogenous plan advocated 
by local and international NGOs on the other. Theoretical and system dynamic 
simulations show that military intervention and foreign aid to be 
complementary policy tools indicating an increase in foreign aid will actually 
result in increased military intervention.  The economic development paths 
advocated by either the IMF-World Bank or the NGOs have proven to be 
inconclusive or weak given available empirical evidence. 


